Light my Fire: GHF Private Landowner Cost-Share Fund for 2026
Grassland Heritage Foundation (GHF) preserves prairies in eastern Kansas through education, stewardship, and land protection. This year we are launching a pilot program to provide funds to private landowners to support and encourage the responsible use of fire as a land stewardship tool, especially for grasslands.  Please read below for details and note that we are particularly enthusiastic about our funds being used to support landowners who will be using fire for the first time on their property.   
Why are we developing this program? Our experience combined with ecological research shows that fire is the most effective and cost-efficient tool for grassland stewardship.  Fire not only benefits the native plant species that we want to encourage, but also discourages woody vegetation and many undesirable, invasive plant species.  Furthermore, fire is the most underused tool for grassland stewardship simply due to fear or trepidation about wildfires breaking out (or away).  Controlled burning, under proper conditions, is a safe and highly effective tool to support healthy grasslands.  By offsetting the costs of prescribed burning by private landowners, GHF hopes to encourage a culture that embraces fire as grassland stewardship tool.  

What resources are available through this program to landowners?
Funding is available with preference for landowners already receiving partial funding from other sources. Maximum funding is based on proposed burn area:
· <5 acres: $200 maximum
· 5-40 acres: $500 maximum
· >40 acres: $1000 maximum
Funds may be used for expenses such as purchasing equipment, hiring professional consultants, gaining training, or paying workers to burn private lands.
Which areas are prioritized to receive funding?
Funding from GHF would support reintroduction or continued application of fire to improve prairie landscapes.  In particular, we prioritize:
· Landscapes in which fire has not been used in management,
· Supporting individuals with little to no experience in burning,
· Landscapes where fire will increase biodiversity, and
· Conditions in which fire would reduce invasive species (e.g., sericea lespedeza, woody encroachment).
Are there any limitations in applying?
No one property can be funded in two consecutive years.
No one person can receive funding more than two times in a 4-year span.
Funds are to be strictly used for conducting prescribed burns. Use of funds for any other management activities will result in disqualification from any further funding and may result in request for reimbursement of any funds previously granted.
What are the details of the application procedure, amount of funding, and when will funds be available? 
Applications are accepted on a continuous basis. Successful applicants should use funds within a year’s time.  A certification of the burn will be conducted by the GHF Preserve Manager (or another approved professional) to ensure that the property and acreage listing in the application was burned according to the objective stated.  Funds will be fully dispersed upon certification.

Please submit applications to GHF by email at info@grasslandheritage.org or via mail by sending a completed application to Grassland Heritage Foundation, PO Box 394, Shawnee Mission, KS 66201.


GHF Light my Fire Cost-share Fund Application

Personal information
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Property information:
Property to be burned address/location:
Approximate acreage you are planning to burn this year:

Burn history: 
Has this property previously been burned? 
If Yes, when did you last burn, during which month, and for what reasons?
If No, what has stopped you from burning before? 

Burn plans: 
What are your objectives (e.g. combat woody vegetation, increase warm season grass cover, etc.) for conducting a prescribed burn on this property this year?

Will you burn this property even if you do not receive these funds? 

Please submit:
· An essay that describes:
a) The size, history, use, and current status of your prairie planting, 
b) Your plans for burning including a timeline of when the burn(s) would occur, and 
c) A budget, showing how you would use GHF funds
Your application is limited to three double-spaced pages (excluding photographs or figures). 
· At least two pictures of your prairie site (one close-up of the vegetation and one that shows as much of the site as possible). 
If possible, we would also appreciate a brief statement stating the intention to keep the site in prairie vegetation for the foreseeable future.
Preference will be given to expenses that will support continued burning (e.g., training, equipment, etc.) in landscapes where fire has been absent.
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